
PUBLIC PROTECTION CABINET 
Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction 

Division of Building Code Enforcement 
(Amendment) 

 
 815 KAR 7:120. Kentucky Building Code. 
 
 RELATES TO: KRS 132.010, 198B.010, 198B.040, 198B.050, 198B.060, 198B.080, 
198B.260, 198B.990, 227.300, 227.550(7) 
 STATUTORY AUTHORITY: KRS 198B.040(7), 198B.050 
 NECESSITY, FUNCTION, AND CONFORMITY: KRS 198B.040(7) and 198B.050 require 
the department to[adopt and] promulgate a mandatory uniform state[statewide] building code[, 
based on a model code] that establishes standards for the construction of all buildings in the 
state. This administrative regulation establishes the Kentucky Building Code's general provi-
sions. 
 
 Section 1. Definitions. (1) "Building" is defined by KRS 198B.010(4). 
 (2) "Department" is defined by KRS 198B.010(11). 
 (3) "Industrialized building system" or "building system" is defined by KRS 198B.010(16). 
 (4) "Manufactured home" is defined by KRS 227.550(7). 
 (5) "Single-family dwelling" or "one (1) family dwelling" means a single unit that: 
 (a) Provides complete independent living facilities for one (1) or more persons, including 
permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation; and 
 (b) Is not connected to another unit or building. 
 (6) "Townhouse" means a single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of three (3) or 
more attached units separated by property lines in which each unit extends from foundation to 
roof and with open space on at least two (2) sides. 
 (7) "Two (2) family dwelling" means a building containing not more than two (2) dwelling 
units that are connected. 
 
 Section 2.[Adoption of the] Building Code. (1) The 2015 International Building Code[2012 In-
ternational Building Code] shall be the mandatory state building code for all buildings con-
structed in Kentucky, except that: 
 (a) The Kentucky amendments in the 2018 Kentucky Building Code[2013 Kentucky Building 
Code] shall supersede any conflicting provision in the 2015 International Building Code[2012 
International Building Code]; 
 (b) One (1) family dwellings, two (2) family dwellings, and townhouses shall be governed by 
815 KAR 7:125; and 
 (c) Manufactured homes shall be governed by KRS 227.550 through 227.665. 
 
 Section 3. State Plan Review and Inspection Fees. The fees required by this section shall 
apply for plan review and inspection by the department. (1) Fast track elective. 
 (a) A request for expedited site and foundation approval of one (1) week or less, prior to full 
review of the complete set of construction documents, shall be accompanied by the fee re-
quired by Table 121.3.1 in subsection (3) of this section, plus an additional fifty (50) percent of 
the basic plan review or inspection fee. 
 (b) The additional fifty (50) percent fee shall not be less than $400 and not more than 
$3,000. 
 (c) The entire fee shall be paid with the initial plan submission. 



 (2) New buildings. 
 (a) The department’s inspection fees shall be calculated by multiplying: 
 1. The cost per square foot of each occupancy type as listed in Table 121.3.1 in subsection 
(3) of this section; and 
 2. The square footage of the outside dimensions of the building. 
 (b) The fee for a building with multiple or mixed occupancies shall be calculated using the 
cost per square foot multiplier of the predominant use. 
 (c) The minimum fee for review of plans pursuant to this subsection shall be $285. 
 (3) Table 121.3.1, Basic Department Fee Schedule. The basic plan review or inspection fee 
shall be as established in[the] Table 121.3.1 in this subsection. 

OCCUPANCY 
TYPE 

COST PER 
SQUARE FOOT 

Assembly Sixteen (16) cents 

Business Fifteen (15) cents 

Day care centers Fifteen (15) cents 

Educational Fifteen (15) cents 

High hazard Sixteen (16) cents 

Industrial factories Fifteen (15) cents 

Institutional Sixteen (16) cents 

Mercantile Fifteen (15) cents 

Residential Fifteen (15) cents 

Storage Fifteen (15) cents 

Utility and Miscella-
neous 

Thirteen (13) cents 

Production green-
house 

Ten (10) cents 

  (4) Additions to existing buildings. 
 (a) Plan review fees for additions to existing buildings shall be calculated by multiplying the 
cost per square foot of the occupancy type listed in Table 121.3.1 in subsection (3) of this sec-
tion by the measurement of the square footage of the addition, as determined by the outside 
dimensions of the addition and any other changes made to the existing building. 
 (b) The minimum fee for review of plans pursuant to this subsection shall be $285. 
 (5) Change in use. 
 (a) Plan review fees for existing buildings in which the use group or occupancy type is 
changed shall be calculated in accordance with the schedule listed in Table 121.3.1 in subsec-
tion (3) of this section by using the total square footage of the entire building or structure pur-
suant to the new occupancy type as determined by the outside dimensions. 
 (b) The minimum fee for review of plans pursuant to this subsection shall be $285. 
 (6) Alterations and repairs. 
 (a) Plan review fees for alterations and repairs not otherwise covered by this fee schedule 
shall be calculated by using the lower result of multiplying the: 
 1.[Multiplying the] Cost for the alterations or repairs by 0.0030; or 
 2.[Multiplying the] Total area being altered or repaired by the cost per square foot of each 
occupancy type listed in the schedule in subsection (3) of this section. 
 (b) The total square footage shall be determined by the outside dimensions of the area be-
ing altered or repaired. 
 (c) The minimum fee for review of plans pursuant to this subsection shall be $285. 
 (7) Specialized fees. In addition to the fees established by subsections (1) through (6) of this 
section, the following fees shall be applied for the specialized plan reviews listed in this sub-



section: 
 (a) Table 121.3.9, Automatic Sprinkler Review Fee Schedule. The inspection fee for auto-
matic sprinklers shall be as established in[the] Table 121.3.9 in this paragraph; 

NUMBER OF 
SPRINKLERS 

FEE 

4 - 25 $150 

26 - 100 $200 

101 - 200 $250 

201 - 300 $275 

301 - 400 $325 

401 - 750 $375 

OVER 750 $375 plus thirty 
(30) cents per 
sprinkler over 750 

 (b) Fire detection system review fee.[:] 
 1. Zero through 20,000 square feet shall be $275; and 
 2. Over 20,000 square feet shall be $275 plus thirty (30) dollars for each additional 10,000 
square feet in excess of 20,000 square feet; 
 (c) The standpipe plan review fee shall be $275. The combination stand pipe and riser plans 
shall be reviewed pursuant to the automatic sprinkler review fee schedule; 
 (d) Carbon dioxide suppression system review fee.[:] 
 1. One (1) through 200 pounds of agent shall be $275; and 
 2. Over 200 pounds of agent shall be $275 plus five (5) cents per pound in excess of 200 
pounds; 
 (e) Clean agent suppression system review fee.[:] 
 1. a. Up to thirty-five (35) pounds of agent shall be $275; and 
 b. Over thirty-five (35) pounds shall be $275 plus ten (10) cents per pound in excess of thir-
ty-five (35) pounds; and 
 2. The fee for gaseous systems shall be ten (10) cents per cubic foot and not less than 
$150; 
 (f) Foam suppression system review fee.[:] 
 1. The fee for review of a foam suppression system shall be fifty (50) cents per gallon of 
foam concentrate if the system is not part of an automatic sprinkler system. 
 2. Foam suppression system plans that are submitted as part of an automatic sprinkler sys-
tem shall be reviewed pursuant to the automatic sprinkler review fee schedule. 
 3. The fee for review of plans pursuant to subclause[subparagraph] 1. of this paragraph 
shall not be less than $275 or more than $1,500; 
 (g) The commercial range hood review fee shall be $225 per hood; 
 (h) Dry chemical systems review fee (except range hoods). The fee for review of: 
 1. One (1) through thirty (30) pounds of agent shall be $275; and 
 2. Over thirty (30) pounds of agent shall be $275 plus twenty-five (25) cents per pound in 
excess of thirty (30) pounds; and 
 (i) The flammable, combustible liquids or gases, and hazardous materials plan review fee 
shall be $100 for the first tank, plus fifty (50) dollars for each additional tank and $100 per pip-
ing system including valves, fill pipes, vents, leak detection, spill and overfill detection, cathodic 
protection, or associated components. 
 
 Section 4. General. All plans shall be designed and submitted to conform to this administra-
tive regulation. 



 
 Section 5. Incorporation by Reference. (1) The following material is incorporated by refer-
ence: 
 (a) "2015 International Building Code"[2012 International Building Code", First Edition], In-
ternational Code Council, Inc.; and 
 (b) "2018 Kentucky Building Code, First Edition, April 2018[2013 Kentucky Building Code", 
Fifth Edition, April 2017]. 
 (2) This material may be inspected, copied, or obtained, subject to applicable copyright law, 
at the Kentucky Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction, 101 Sea Hero Road, 
Suite 100, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-5412, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
STEVEN A. MILBY, Commissioner 
DAVID A. DICKERSON, Secretary 
 APPROVED BY AGENCY: April 12, 2018 
 FILED WITH LRC: April 13, 2018 at 9 a.m. 
 PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: A public hearing on this administra-
tive regulation shall be held on May 22, 2018, at 9:00 a.m., EDT, at the Department of Hous-
ing, Buildings and Construction, 101 Sea Hero Road, Suite 100, Frankfort, Kentucky. Individu-
als interested in being heard at this hearing shall notify this agency in writing by five working 
days prior to the hearing of their intent to attend. If no notification of intent to attend the hearing 
is received by that date, the hearing may be canceled. The hearing is open to the public. Any 
person who wishes to be heard will be given an opportunity to comment on the proposed ad-
ministrative regulation. A transcript of the public hearing will not be made unless a written re-
quest for a transcript is made. If you do not wish to be heard at the public hearing, you may 
submit written comments on the proposed administrative regulation. Written comments shall 
be accepted through May 31, 2018. Send written notification of intent to be heard at the public 
hearing or written comments on the proposed administrative regulation by the above date to 
the contact person: 
 CONTACT PERSON: David Startsman, General Counsel, Department of Housing, Buildings 
and Construction, 101 Sea Hero Road, Suite 100, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-5412, phone 
502-573-0365, fax 502-573-1057, email david.startsman@ky.gov. 
 

REGULATORY IMPACT ANALYSIS AND TIERING STATEMENT 
 
Contact person: David Startsman 
 (1) Provide a brief summary of: 
 (a) What this administrative regulation does: This administrative regulation establishes the 
uniform Kentucky Building Code as required pursuant to KRS 198B.050. 
 (b) The necessity of this administrative regulation: This administrative regulation is neces-
sary to adopt the most up to date version of the Kentucky Building Code as required pursuant 
to KRS 198B.050. 
 (c) How this administrative regulation conforms to the content of the authorizing statutes: 
The regulation utilizes the International Building Code as the basis for construction standards 
and allows the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction to make amendments 
unique to Kentucky after due consideration of equivalent safety measures as required by KRS 
198B.050. 
 (d) How this administrative regulation currently assists or will assist in the effective admin-
istration of the statutes: The regulation sets forth standards authorized by the statute for the 
enforcement of the uniform state building code, incorporating all applicable laws into its pro-
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cesses. 
 (2) If this is an amendment to an existing administrative regulation, provide a brief summary 
of: 
 (a) How the amendment will change this existing administrative regulation: The amendment 
updates the Kentucky Building Code to the model 2015 International Building Code ("IBC") 
standards of construction. Kentucky Building Code amendments that correspond with certain 
provisions of the IBC are included. 
 (b) The necessity of the amendment to this administrative regulation: To implement code 
changes proposed by the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction, which have 
been reviewed and commented on by the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction 
Advisory Board during its August 22, 2017 meeting. 
 (c) How the amendment conforms to the content of the authorizing statutes: KRS 198B.050 
mandates the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction to establish a uniform Ken-
tucky Building Code. These amendments adopt a more recent model building code – going 
from the 2012 IBC to the 2015 IBC. 
 (d) How the amendment will assist in the effective administration of the statutes: These 
amendments to the Kentucky Building Code will enhance public safety and allow the construc-
tion industry to utilize current technologies, methods, and materials. 
 (3) List the type and number of individuals, businesses, organizations, or state and local 
governments affected by this administrative regulation: All construction projects subject to the 
Kentucky Building Code will be affected by the amendments to this regulation. Architects, en-
gineers, contractors, project managers, businesses, local governments, and Department per-
sonnel will be affected by this administrative regulation. 
 (4) Provide an analysis of how the entities identified in question (3) will be impacted by ei-
ther the implementation of this administrative regulation, if new, or by the change, if it is an 
amendment, including; 
 (a) List the actions that each of the regulated entities identified in question (3) will have to 
comply with this administrative regulation or amendment: The identified entities must comply 
with the new amendments to the building code. 
 (b) In complying with this administrative regulation or amendment, how much will it cost 
each of the entities identified in question (3): Affected entities will incur a slight increase in ex-
penses for obtaining new codebooks. 
 (c) As a result of compliance, what benefits will accrue to the entities identified in question 
(3): Benefits include enhanced safety features, flexibility in building design, and increased clari-
ty of construction standards. 
 (5) Provide an estimate of how much it will cost to implement this administrative regulation: 
 (a) Initially: There are no anticipated additional costs to administer this amendment. 
 (b) On a continuing basis: There are no anticipated additional costs to administer this 
amendment. 
 (6) What is the source of the funding to be used for the implementation and enforcement of 
this administrative regulation: Implementation of these amendments is anticipated to result in 
no additional costs to the agency. Any agency costs resulting from these administrative 
amendments will be met with existing agency funds. 
 (7) Provide an assessment of whether an increase in fees or funding will be necessary to 
implement this administrative regulation, if new, or by the change if it is an amendment: This 
amendment will not necessitate an increase in fees or require funding to the Department for 
implementation. 
 (8) State whether or not this administrative regulation establishes any fees or directly or indi-
rectly increases any fees: The amendment does not change previous established fees. 



 (9) TIERING: Is tiering applied? Tiering is not applied as all builders, contractors, local gov-
ernments, and owners will be subject to the amended requirements. 

 
FISCAL NOTE ON STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 
 1. What units, parts or divisions of state or local government (including cities, counties, fire 
departments, or school districts) will be impacted by this administrative regulation? The De-
partment of Housing, Buildings and Construction and local jurisdiction inspection and plan re-
view programs will be affected. 
 2. Identify each state or federal statute or federal regulation that requires or authorizes the 
action taken by the administrative regulation. This administrative regulation is authorized by 
KRS 198B.040(7) and 198B.050. 
 3. Estimate the effect of this administrative regulation on the expenditures and revenues of 
a state or local government agency (including cities, counties, fire departments, or school dis-
tricts) for the first full year the administrative regulation is to be in effect. 
 (a) How much revenue will this administrative regulation generate for the state or local gov-
ernment (including cities, counties, fire departments, or school districts) for the first year? This 
amendment is not anticipated to generate additional revenue for the state or local government. 
 (b) How much revenue will this administrative regulation generate for the state or local gov-
ernment (including cities, counties, fire departments, or school districts) for subsequent years? 
This amendment is not anticipated to generate additional revenue for the state or local gov-
ernment. 
 (c) How much will it cost to administer this program for the first year? There are no antici-
pated additional costs to administer this regulatory amendment. 
 (d) How much will it cost to administer this program for subsequent years? There are no an-
ticipated additional costs to administer this regulatory amendment. 
 Note: If specific dollar estimates cannot be determined, provide a brief narrative to explain 
the fiscal impact of the administrative regulation. 
 Revenues (+/-): Neutral 
 Expenditures (+/-): Neutral 
 Other Explanation: None 


